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ñWorking together to develop a diverse, strong and 
effective third sector in the Borough of Rochdaleò. 

Welcome to the July E -Bulletin  

 
In this months bulletin you will find:  
 
¶ CVS Rochdale Garden Party 
¶ Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People 
¶ Rochdale Feel Good Festival 
¶ Commissioning and the Third Sector  
¶ Planning Aid England Event 
¶ Karibu Africa Festival 
¶ Littleborough Rushbearing Festival 
¶ News Page 
¶ Team FocusðCommunity Accountancy  
¶ VCS ForumðDates, Times & Venues 
 
If any of you would like to post anything in the bulletin 
which goes out at the beginning of each month, please 
contact Sarah Harper on 01706 631291 or email me 
s.harper@cvsr.org.uk or info@cvsr.org.uk  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVS Rochdale Fundraising Event  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rochdale Feel Good Festival 
Friday 13 - Saturday 14 August, Rochdale town 
centre 
Live music, good food, great times 
Every summer, Rochdaleôs indoor venues and town centre are filled with some of the 
best musicians, star chefs and artists.  An exciting and inspiring explosion for the 
senses! Look out for the big main stage by the beautiful Rochdale Town Hall too, 
with a great line up of live performances. 
For more info please visit ï 
http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/events_and_activities_listings/

feel_good_festival.aspx 
We are looking for and will welcome any local bands/music groups/artists/dancers 
food stalls etc to get involved in this event.   We would like to include artists from 
many cultures. Please email suzy@rochdaletcm.co.uk 

http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/events_and_activities_listings/feel_good_festival.aspx
http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/events_and_activities_listings/feel_good_festival.aspx
mailto:suzy@rochdaletcm.co.uk


 

  

 



 

  

 

 

Commissioning and Quality Assurance  
 

Nationally, the Government has recognised that the voluntary and community sector 
need support to enable them to compete for public service delivery.  Implementing a 
quality assurance system is one way on organisation can demonstrate that it meets the 
standard required in order to be successful in the competitive world of funding.  Re-
search has shown that PQASSO (Practical Quality Assurance System for Small Organisa-
tions) is the most commonly used quality assurance system used by the voluntary and 
community sector.   
 
Networking and Partnership (Quality Area 10 of 12) is particularly relevant when looking 
at entering the arena of commissioning.  This section examines how well you can dem-
onstrate that you communicating well with partners, and also how you work together in 
order to improve efficiency and effectiveness, influence change and achieve better out-
comes for users.  
 
PQASSO also is orientated around service users ï recognising and valuing users and 
therefore achieving better outcomes.  If your organisation is already doing this then you 
may be well on the way to meeting the standards required for PQASSO.   
If you would like to know how your organisation can get ahead with commissioning 
through implementing PQASSO contact our Quality Assurance Officer, who is Charities 
Evaluation Service licensed mentor on Tel 01706 631291 or email e.grace@cvsr.org.uk 
or book on the next 2 day implementing PQASSO on 13th and 14th September at Part-
nership House, Sparrow Hill, Rochdale, OL16 1QT. 
 

mailto:e.grace@cvsr.org.uk


 

  

 

NW Planning Aid presents 
ñA Basic Introduction to the Planning Systemò. 

 

A free community training event on the planning 
system is being offered to community groups, com-
munity activists and community support workers in 

the Oldham and Rochdale area. The session is being held in the Oldham Library and Lifelong Learning 

Centre, on Greaves Street, Oldham on Wednesday 1
st

 September 2010 (5.30 ï 8.00). The informal training 
session will provide a simple overview of the Planning System highlighting how, when and why commu-
nity groups can get positively involved in plan making for their areas. 
 
Town Planning affects us all, every day of our lives and decisions are being made daily that will affect 
housing work, travel leisure facilities and the environment including climate change issues and environ-
ment.   
 
There is currently a strong emphasis on local people and groups having a say in local plan making and 
planning decisions the statutory planning process, but many people, including local residents, community 
groups and support workers have little understanding of the planning system, how it works and how they 
can get involved. 
 
This is particularly relevant in at the moment as most local Council Planning Departments are carrying 
out public consultation on the development of Local Development Frameworks, preferred options and 
site allocation plans which will guide all new development in your areas for the next 10/15 years.   
 

About North West Planning Aid 
NW Planning Aid is a charitable body (part of the Royal Town Planning Institute) providing help and ad-
vice from independent, qualified planning professionals. This help is available free of charge to individu-
als and community groups who could not otherwise afford it.   
 
All Advice/Casework volunteers are qualified planning professionals who give their time and expertise 
freely for the benefit of those who need this particular support and guidance.   
Increasingly Planning Aid is taking on a broader, more proactive role in working with and supporting 
communities and community groups to engage with the planning system, helping them have a say in 
how the places in which they live and work are shaped for the future.   
 
Our Community Planning and Education Service provide resources and support for community groups 
wanting to positively influence regeneration and change in their own neighbourhoods.  Planning Aidôs 
volunteers have a variety of planning and related expertise and can provide practical support, informa-
tion, and informal learning opportunities for residents and community groups, increasing public knowl-
edge and confidence to effectively participate in the planning system.  The Service also provides support 
for community planning and consultation activities and help with environmental projects and activities for 
children and young people. 
 

To this end NW Planning Aid are organising a series of community training events around the NW with a 
view to getting independent and impartial information about planning issues out to active members of local 

communities who are trying to grapple with and positively influence developments in their areas. 
 
The Introduction to Planning event should provide a useful starting point for community groups and indi-
viduals who wish to understand the planning process better.  Organisations (and individuals) are then 
free to request support and information from NW Planning Aid on other planning issues such as S106 
Agreements, Local Development Frameworks and Area Action Plans, Sustainable Development, and 
other planning related issues through the casework or community planning services. Alternatively we 
could work in more detail with specific issue groups such as BME or environmental networks in the area 
on specific issues. 

For more information on the  
Introduction to Planning Session in OLDHAM   

please contact Jackie Dibley on 01254 820 996 or email nwcp@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk 
If you would like more information on Planning Aidôs services or a copy of their Annual Report contact 
Jan Beaumont the Regional Manager on 0161 969 3672 or nwco@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk or visit the 
website www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk 

http://www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk/


 

  

 


